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Growth situation and genetic diversity of Cypripedium japonicum Thunb. found in Osaka
Prefecture. Masashi Yokogawa* (Osaka Museum of Natural History), Hisashi Suga
(Resident in Kawanishi-shi, Hyogo Prefecture), Yami Yamashita (Fukushima University
School of Symbiotic Systems Science and Technology) and Shingo Kaneko (Fukushima
University, Faculty of Symbiotic Systems Science and Technology)

We discovered a cluster of Cypripedium japonicum Thunb. that had not been recorded after 1987 in Osaka Prefecture.
The habitat is in a sloping Cryptomeria japonica plantation, and 130 shoots, 32 flowering and 98 non-flowering, were
grown there. The genotypes of flowering plants were determined using microsatellite markers and it revealed that at least
three genets existed in this habitat. Because of the small number of genets in spite of the number of flowering shoots, it
was considered that this population has been maintained mainly by vegetative propagation with rhizomes. Since 1987, no
specimens of C. japonicum from Osaka Prefecture have been collected, and there is no information about the growth of
this species in recent floristic literature. Therefore, the discovery of this species is considered important for biodiversity

conservation and floristics in Osaka Prefecture.
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