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Population ecology of the understory herb Asarum asperum in heavily grazed
habitat in Kasugayama Forest Reserve, Nara, Japan. Ryo Suzuki (Sugadaira
Montane Research Center, University of Tsukuba) and Yuri Maesako (Osaka
Sangyo University, Graduate School of Human Environment)

We monitored the population of the understory herb Asarum asperum F. Maek. for 1 year by estab-
lishing deer-exclusion cages in a warm-temperate evergreen forest in the Kasugayama Forest Re-
serve, which is designated a Special Natural Monument of Japan. Most plant populations are
threatened by heavy, long-term grazing by deer, which has negative effects on understory species in
particular. Because we found many individuals of this species on the forest floor, we postulated that
A. asperum could maintain a stable population density under heavy grazing. Contrary to our predic-
tion, our results indicated that individuals of this species experienced intensive grazing that reduced

their morphological sizes outside of the cages.
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