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Bird migration and the conservation of global biodiversity. Hiroyoshi Higuchi
(Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio University)

Migratory birds encounter habitat destruction, hunting, chemical pollution, and collisions with wind
turbines during their migration. As a consequence, migratory birds are declining in many areas of
the world. It is therefore quite important to study their migration routes, migration patterns
through time, and habitat use. In the early 1990s, satellite tracking became available for the study
of birds. Over the past 20 years, I have collaborated with Russian, Chinese, Korean, Indian and
American scientists on satellite tracking of migrating birds. Satellite tracking is especially well
suited to Asian-based research because of the extremely large land area, sensitive political situa-
tions, and many urgent conservation problems in the region. We have studied the migration of
about 20 species using satellite tracking in Asia, and concentrated especially on endangered cranes,
storks, swans, ducks, and hawks. In this article, I review the main results obtained, such as migra-
tion routes, important stopover sites and their conservation. During the course of these studies, I
realized that migratory birds connect not only nature in different countries but also people living
along the migration routes. These important messages will be described in later sections of the ar-

ticle.
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