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Geographical distribution and habitat characteristics of the rare pebble-shore crab
Cyclograpsus pumilio Hangai & Fukui, 2009. Yukiko Nakaoka (The Open Univer-
sity of Japan) and Keiji Wada (Nara Women's University)

The occurrence of the rare shore-crab Cyclograpsus pumilio Hangai & Fukui, 2009 (Varunidae) was
surveyed with the habitat characteristics along the coast of the Japan Sea from Fukui Prefecture
to Hyogo Prefecture, and along the coast of the Pacific from Mie Prefecture to Kochi Prefecture.
This species was found at many shores of the entire survey area. The beach where C. pumilio oc-
curred, was located partly protected from outer ocean. The tide level of the beach ranged from the
mean tide level to the extreme high water of spring. These beaches were composed of pebbles or
cobbles of 2-20 cm, and always bore stranded alga that was the main food of C. pumilio. Cross-shore
distribution of C. pumilio on a cobble beach showed the peak at the mean high water of spring,
ranging from the extreme high water of spring to the mean high water of neap.

Keywords : Cyclograpsus pumilio, pebble-shore, geographical distribution, habitat characteristics, food
habit
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