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Habitat use pattern of fish in the coastal area of Lake Biwa, Takashima City,
Shiga Prefecture. Mitsunori Nakano (Graduate School of Environmental Science,
University of Shiga Prefecture), Kazuo Uehara (Sin-asahi Land Improvement Dis-
trict) and Misako Urabe (Faculty of Environmental Science, University of Shiga
Prefecture)

To clarify the differences of the habitat use pattern of fish between rice field, emergent vegetation
area and irrigation ditch of the coastal area of Lake Biwa, we collected fish from 2011 to 2014 at
"Mizusumasi rice field" artificial swamp, two emergent vegetation areas, and an irrigation ditch in
Takashima City, Shiga Prefecture. In the swamp, 16 species were caught, and Carassius spp. and
Cobitis spp. were dominant. In one of the vegetation areas, 14 species were caught, and
Sarcocheilichthys variegatus microoculus and Cottus reinii were dominant. In the other of the vegetation
areas, 17 species were caught, and Carassius spp. and Acheilognathus rhombeus were dominant. In the
ditch, 24 species were caught, and Carassius spp. and Micropterus salmoides were dominant. The note-
worthy characteristics of each habitat were that some species, including Silurus asotus and Cyprinus
carpio, that reproduce and their juveniles grow in the swamp, that S. variegatus microoculus, C. reinii
and many juveniles of A. rhombeus are abundant in emergent vegetation areas, and that the
ammocetes of Lethenteron sp. is consentrated in the irrigation ditch.
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