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Nesting site limitation and the use of artificial nests by the bagrid catfish,
Pseudobagrus nudiceps, in a small stream. Hideyuki Yamane and Katsutoshi
Watanabe (Laboratory of Animal Ecology, Graduate School of Science, Kyoto Uni-
versity)

Bagrid catfishes are nocturnal carnivores in river communities in Japan and they use crevices
in riverbeds and banks as shelters and nesting sites. Recently, their populations have decreased
in many rivers. The main factor causing the decrease is probably the disappearance of the
shelters and nesting sites resulting from river "improvements". To clarify whether the number
of nesting sites limits the population of the bagrid catfish Pseudobagrus nudiceps, which is dis-
tributed widely in western Japan, this study examined the utility of handmade "artificial
nests" placed in a small river. In an approximately 100-m reach, P. nudiceps utilized one natural
nest and 9 of 25 artificial nests for reproduction. No other potential natural nesting sites were
observed in this reach. The result suggests that the reproduction of this P. nudiceps population
is limited by nesting sites, and that it might be improved by artificial means.
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